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Happy 10th birthday 
Docklands Studios
When the Docklands Studios opened 10 years ago, Docklands was a very diff erent place.

“Th e studio was one of the fi rst things built 
down this end (of NewQuay),” studio CEO 
Rod Allan said.

“Th ere were no buildings directly opposite 
and Harbour Town hadn’t been built yet,” Mr 
Allan said.

Th is month, the studio celebrates 10 years of 
operation in Docklands, after opening under 
the name Melbourne Central City Studios in 
April of 2004.

Mr Allan said the studio was originally 
a public-private partnership between 
the State Government and Central City 
Studios Holdings before being acquired 
by the Government at the end of 2008 and 
becoming a government business enterprise.

Mr Allan himself worked as a contractor 
at the studio in its early days, when its fi rst 
feature fi lm, Ghostrider, was being shot. He 
then returned fi ve years ago as CEO.

When asked why the studio was opened 
in Docklands originally, Mr Allan said he 
couldn’t say where the idea came from.

“What I can tell you is that the studio being 
here is a fabulous asset for the fi lm industry 
because of its proximity to the city.”

“Th ere’s a widespread belief that a complex 
like this doesn’t need to be close to the city 
centre when, in fact, for us that’s one of the big 
advantages in marketing the studio,” he said.

Th roughout its 10 year history the studio 
has seen major international productions 
including Th e Pacifi c, Where the Wild Th ings 
Are and Knowing.

Local feature fi lms shot have included 
Patrick, Hating Alison Ashley and Kath and 
Kimderella along with domestic television 
productions Winners and Losers, Satisfaction 
and Th e Footy Show, among others.

According to Mr Allan, the highlight of the 
past 10 years has been occasions when the 
studio has been at a diverse capacity.

“I think the highlights are really when we are 
at a diverse capacity, when we have all of our 
sound stages occupied by diff erent projects,” 
he said.

“It’s not one particular event, so much 
as seeing the place fully occupied and 
humming,” Mr Allan said.

But, of course, the past 10 years haven’t been 
all rosy, with various challenges along the 
way.

“I suppose the biggest challenge really has 
been getting people who would otherwise 
not think about coming here to actually 
think about it,” he said.

Nonetheless, Mr Allan maintains the studio 
has made a valuable contribution to the 
state’s economy over the past decade.

“If you look at the studio as an economic 
asset, the direct investment by production 
companies into the economy is well over half 
a billion dollars,” he said.

Mr Allan said less than 5 per cent of that was 
spent at the studio itself, with the rest going 
towards employment and ancillary services.

Next up for the studio is more facilities, 
with plans to build another large sound 
stage and a building to house industry-

related businesses such as casting agents, 
equipment rental houses and post-
production companies.

“We need a bigger soundstage because 
we want to be able to continue to attract 
international productions without 
interfering with our ability to service 
domestic productions,” Mr Allan said.

Mr Allan said further State Government 
funding would be required to make this a 
reality.

So far, 2014 is shaping up to be a good year 
for the studio, with international feature fi lm 
Th e Moon and the Sun at the studio until 
June and an undisclosed Australian feature 
fi lm to commence shooting in the same 
month.

Local television shows Winners and Losers, 
Th e Footy Show and Millionaire Hot Seat 
will continue fi lming at the studios, while 
other productions have been secured for the 
second half of the year.

“It’s shaping up to be a good year,” Mr Allan said. 

Docklands Studio CEO Rod Allan says 2014 is shaping up to be a good year.

Harbour Town 
sale not yet 
complete
Continued from page 1.

He said he had been aware of plans to sell 
Harbour Town for at least a year, even before 
ING sold the observation wheel in October 
last year.

ING has been off -loading its Docklands 
assets since 2011, when it sold the Victoria 
Harbour section of Waterfront City site to 
MAB Corporation.

Last year, ING sold the Melbourne Star 
Observation Wheel to Sanyoyas Rides 
Corporation, the Japanese-owned company, 
which designed and manufactured the 
attraction.

ING’s Docklands offi  ce has also reduced in 
size markedly. It is believed just four ING 
staff  continue to work at the Docklands Drive 
offi  ce.

ING declined to comment on the sale of 
Harbour Town and the Icehouse, while Ashe 
Morgan did not respond to a request for 
comment.

“Docklands” 
site to be 
developed 
Little Projects will develop an 
8000 sqm industrial site just 
outside of Docklands.

Located at 85 Lorimer St, the site was 
purchased from Marina Darlings Capo Nero 
group for $18.5 million last month.

Interestingly, Little Projects’ media release 
on the acquisition states the site is located in 
Docklands.

However, 85 Lorimer St actually falls actually 
falls within postcode 3006, which is South 
Wharf.

Managing director of Little Projects Michael 
Fox said the site had the potential to 
accommodate up to 1500 apartments.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


